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complete. Moreover, the inspiration in which divine revelation has come 
directly to men is a vital process, and vital processes are not really subject to 
technical definition. The mere formulation of the doctrine is of subordinate 
importance. Like all the great spiritual facts, Biblical inspiration must be 
spiritually apprehended. If we discern aright, the providential intent in the 
present partial unsettlement is that Christian people may get a new hold of the 
great Christian truths — "the warp and woof of Scripture." The Church needs 
a renewal of the living experience of their reality ; in these times it is indis- 
pensable. We cannot doubt that the Bible will at length come out of these 
times of unsettlement renewed in the intellectual confidence of the people, and 
will be more effective in the next generation than in the last. 

During a period of critical investigation and discussion, such as now agitates the Bibli- 
cal world, the thing of chief importance is to ascertain just what is involved and just what 
is not involved, in the matters under discussion. The exact definition of the point at issue, 
with its limitations, would allay the great apprehension of Christian people at the present 
time. He exerts a salutary influence who calls the attention of men away from the din 
over the smaller questions to the fundamental, established, energizing truths of Chris- 
tianity, unquestioned and unquestionable. 



Samson.* How comes this reckless, sinning man to be reckoned among 
the heroes of God ? We have no right to judge him by the standards of Chris- 
tian conscience, and yet even this concession does not completely solve the 
difficulties. Unless the New Testament writer is mistaken, Samson fought 
for God and righteousness, for the progresss of God's kingdom on earth, and 
won a place in the grand procession of those who prepared the way for Jesus 
Christ. In Samson's time, when the social order, resting on specially selected 
and temporary judges, had broken down, and religion and patriotism were 
dwindling and dying out, the popular life produced, by way of recoil, two ex- 
traordinary phenomena : the first was the order of the Nazarites, the second 
the order of the prophets. Samson represented the former. And mark the 
significance of the Nazarites : in protest against those habits of luxury and 
self-indulgence which led by a natural tendency into Baal worship, they were 
total abstainers. At this juncture in the social condition, Israel's only hope 
lay in the appearance ar.d power of a great and strong personality. Such was 
Samson. As for his sins, I do not justify them. But the Bible judgment of 
sins is very different from ours. God's heroes are not spotless. Are we our- 
selves free from guilt ? And further, if men of majestic intellect, splendid 
achievements, noble dreams, power of self-sacrifice, be dragged down, stained 
and marred by besetting lusts and sins, are we of puny natures competent to 
judge such geniuses, who are exposed to extra temptation by reason of those 
very gifts of God which makes it possible for them to accomplish more for 
God and man than other men could do ? Samson had single-handed to fight 
and subdue the Philistines, and thus to reanimate the courage of the Hebrews, 
who were despairing under Philistine oppression. For this, extraordinary 
physical strength was necessary and this was given him, but out of it came 
for the most part his sins. He was possessed also of an inextinguishable joy- 
ousness, to sustain him amid the abject depression of the people. It was only 
toward the close of his career that he lost his hold on God, and then for but a 
short time. There must have been something grand and noble in the man. 

* By the late Prof. W. G. Elmslie, D. D., in Expositor, Nov. 1891. 
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The tragic end of his life is not rude or vulgar. He died for Jehovah and 
Jehovah's people. His last act was the triumph of Israel over Philistia, and 
the restoration of pure religion in his own nation. When Samson brought 
overwhelming ruin upon the pride and flower of all Philistia by the destruction 
of the temple of Dagon, every Hebrew heart was fired with zeal and enthu- 
siasm for their national religion and worshipped Jehovah. 

It is in the large historic relations that such men as Samson are to be viewed. We may 
pass over their weaknesses and sin (and to do this by no means indicates an indifference 
toward or a justification of them) in order to estimate their real position and influence in 
their time. What was Samson's essential character ? What did he accomplish for his peo- 
ple, for the world, for God ? His relation to the history of Israel in this period of Philistine 
bondage, despair and religious lapse, was vital and restoring. To give freedom to his 
people, and to bring them once more to confidence in and the true worship of Jehovah, 
was the mission of Samson, and he performed it. Hence his name rightly found a place 
in the New Testament roll of God's faithful heroes. 



Where was Paradise Situated ?* Two of the many attempts to answer this 
question are especially worthy of consideration : that of Frederick Delitzsch, 
who decides for Northern Babylonia, laboring with great acuteness to prove 
the identity of the Pishon with the Pallakopa » Canal, and of the Gihon with 
the Arakhtu or Shat en-Nil, the former on the Arabian, the latter on the east- 
ern or Babylonian side of the Euphrates ; and that of Edward Glaser, the 
famous Arabian traveler, who endeavors to prove Southern Babylonia to be 
the only possible and imaginable site of Paradise according to the Hebrew 
conception of the matter, and the proof he offers is quite new. Both scholars 
accept the Bible statement (Gen. 2 : 1 1-14) that the Pishon and Gihon flow 
around the lands of Khavila and Kush. The answer to our question as to the 
situation of Paradise turns upon the location of these two lands. Glaser shows 
that Khavila does not designate, in a general way, the Arabian wilderness 
bordering on Babylonia, but in every passage means one and the same dis- 
trict, namely, the mountain clump of Yemama, with its extensions north-west 
and south-west, therefore Central and Northern Arabia bordering on it. See 
Gen, 2:12; 10 : 29 ; 10 : 7 ; 25 : 8 ; I Sam. 15 : 7. He also adduces proof of a 
great river-valley of Yemama, whose name in Hebrew would read P£sh6n, 
which must be identified with the Biblical land Pishon. As regards the land 
of Kush, it does not mean Ethiopia, a former misconception. Nor does it 
refer to the whole of Babylonia as Delitzsch thought. Rather is it to be un- 
derstood as Elam, and the Gihon is the Kherkhah, rising in the Cossaen 
mountains, flowing past Susa, and now emptying into the Tigris below its 
union with the Euphrates, but anciently perhaps finding an outlet in the Per- 
sian Gulf ; or perhaps, as Glaser thinks, it is the Wady Rumma, a river- valley 
in Arabia which emptied into the Euphrates. It seems therefore quite certain 
that the locality accepted by the old Hebrews as the site of Paradise was in 
Southern Babylonia, where the four streams, Euphrates, Tigris, Wady ad- 
Daw&sir (the river valley of Yemama), and the Wady Rumma (or else the 
Kherkhah) find their outlet. To this the old Babylonian mythology supplies 
the best evidence. 

However, the discussion is not yet closed. Many facts and inferences enter into the 
consideration, possibly more of the latter than of the former. It is reasonable to expect 
that still further research and scientific knowledge may furnish ground for a more confi- 
dent decision. 

*By Prof. Fritz Hommel, in Sunday School Times, Dec. 5, 1891. 



